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Use of Qualifications Framework (QF) Credit 
for Learning Programmes at QF Levels 5 to 7 

 
Consultation Paper 

 
Purpose 
 
 This consultation paper aims to seek views on the proposed 
implementation plan for mandatory indication of QF credit on the 
Qualifications Register (QR) for learning programmes at QF Level 5 or 
above. 
 
 
Background 
 
2. The QF defines clear and objective standards applicable to 
qualifications in the academic, vocational, professional, as well as 
continuing education sectors.  The primary objective of establishing the 
QF is to promote lifelong learning with a view to continuously enhancing 
the quality, professionalism and competitiveness of our workforce in an 
increasingly globalised and knowledge-based economy. 
 
QF credit 
 
3. Qualifications recognised under the QF are quality-assured and 
characterised by three key features: level which reflects the depth and 
complexity of learning, award title which reflects the level and area of 
study, and credit which indicates the volume of learning.  Starting from 
1 January 2016, all programmes at QF Levels 1 to 4 must show the QF 
credit values on the QR.  For programmes at QF Levels 5 to 7 
(including Bachelor, Master and Doctor Degree programmes), education 
and training providers are encouraged to indicate on the QR the QF credit 
values of these programmes on a voluntary basis.  More details of QF 
credit can be found at 
https://www.hkqf.gov.hk/en/KeyFeatures/credit/index.html. 
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4. The implementation of indication of QF credit values for 
programmes at QF Levels 1 to 4 on the QR has been very smooth and 
successful since the announcement of the policy in 2012 and full 
compliance from January 2016.  With a view to enhancing the 
transparency among different credit systems for the benefits of the 
learning community, the Education Bureau (EDB) now proposes 
extending the mandatory indication of QF credit on the QR to learning 
programmes at QF Levels 5 to 7.  
 
 
Approach and Principles 
 
5. In 2017, EDB conducted a project on the use of QF credit in the 
higher education sector (the Project).  The Project aims to assist the 
eight University Grants Committee (UGC)-funded universities in Hong 
Kong to formulate conversion tables between their existing credit 
systems and the QF credit for qualifications at QF Level 5 or above.  
The Project findings suggest that the ratios for the UGC-funded 
universities range from 4 to 5 QF credits per university credit 
approximately1. 
 
6. Having regard to the outcome of the Project, EDB proposes an 
implementation plan for mandatory indication of QF credit on the QR for 
learning programmes at QF Levels 5 to 7, except for research-based 
programmes, based on the following principles: 
 
(a) higher education institutions should preserve their autonomy in 

administering their own credit systems.  They can continue 
using their existing credit systems in parallel while indicating  
QF credit of their programmes on the QR; 
 

(b) the matching of curriculum content in considering the 
transferability of credit in the higher education sector should not 
be made straightforward with the implementation of QF credit.  
The decision should rest with the autonomy of the institutions 
concerned; and 

 

                                                       
1 Except the University of Hong Kong with a ratio of 2.5 QF credits per university credit since the 
University adopts a credit system modelling on the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS). 



3 
 

 
(c) the range of conversion ratios between the university credit and 

the QF credit mentioned in paragraph 5 above are provided for 
reference of the UGC-funded universities only.  Given the 
diversity of programmes as well as variation in total learning 
hours required for specific modules, other ratios beyond the 
range can be adopted at the discretion of individual universities. 

 
 
Proposed Implementation Plan  
 
7. Subject to the views gathered during the consultation period, 
the implementation plan will be finalised and announced in the first half 
of 2019.   The key dates of the proposed implementation are as follows: 
 
(a) with effect from Q3 of 2020, all new programmes at QF Levels 5 

to 7, except for research-based programmes, shall indicate QF 
credit on the QR; and 

 
(b) with effect from Q3 of 2022, all programmes at QF Levels 5 to 7, 

except for research-based programmes, shall indicate QF credit on 
the QR. 

 
8. All education and training providers are encouraged to comply 
with the requirements early, particularly in respect of programmes which 
are due for re-accreditation or review during the period leading to full 
implementation.  Institutions may also indicate QF credit of their 
research-based programmes on the QR on a voluntary basis. 
 
 
Invitation of Submissions 
 
9. The EDB would like to seek views from the education and 
training providers, including but not limited to stakeholders of the higher 
education sector, and any interested party on the proposed 
implementation plan put forward in this consultation paper.  Views and 
comments should reach the Qualifications Framework Secretariat on or 
before 14 December 2018.  Late submissions would not be 
considered. 
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10. Please send us your views by mail, email or facsimile on or 
before 14 December 2018 –  
 
Mailing address: Qualifications Framework Secretariat 

Units 901-903, 9/F, Sunlight Tower 
248 Queen’s Road East 
Wanchai, Hong Kong 
 

Email address: hkqf@edb.gov.hk 
 

Fax number: (852) 3106 2035 
 

 
 
 
Education Bureau 
October 2018 


